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Tom Keller receiving his healthcare
sector appreciation gifts.

Tom Keller

Healthcare Sector Representative Tom Keller says, “/ am a people person. If we are traveling,
my wife will not let me go into a store because she claims | will come out twenty minutes later
with three new friends. My adult life started with 20 years in the U.S. Air Force. Performing
police and criminal investigative work gave me a chance to see how drug use and alcohol
abuse can wreak havoc on people’s lives.”

Following his retirement from the Air Force, Tom had a rewarding 10-year career in juvenile
probation. That work in rural northeast Michigan had him working with many impoverished
families. Seeing families impacted by drug and alcohol abuse tugged at his heart. While

in Michigan, Tom witnessed a horrible vehicle mishap and joined the local volunteer fire
department the next week. He continues to work as a volunteer firefighter, Emergency Medical
Responder, and as an associate chaplain for the Indiana Volunteer Firefighters Association.

Cass County Coroner George Franklin asked Tom to be chaplain for his office. Tom’s
experiences with coroner cases, as well as the fire and medical emergency runs, shows him
on a weekly basis the importance of speaking out against drug use and the excessive use of
alcoholic beverages. These are also some of the reasons being part of Stand UP Cass County
is important to Tom.



